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Hon Toensing
Compliance Branch

'•'ichael J Sanderson
Chief, Curio! lance Branch

On February 6 and 7, 1900, I attended th^ fi scoun Clean later
Cor^iss ion f e e t i n g • 'n Jcffo^son City 'he • fo l lowing is a su rnarv
of the I.OOTCS discussed and actions taken that are related to car
activities

1 En fo "core n t Rep art - a list o^ those ratteis before the Attorney
General 's office v;as provided to the Cormssion A ccoy is attached
to this nerro You v / i l l note t^at there are no najor dischargers on
the list

2 Cn^Ci cenent Pe^errals - tcr cas s /erf rfcoirende-l for r?fei ra l
to the Attorney General ' s o^'ice The connission referred all .en
cases cord f otov' CorngjLg/ uas t_h_p only n a . iov f a c i l i t y
Tie cases referred in priority orde- v;ere

Starr Fairs /Tyson coods
Ford f Q U O * Company
Lo"ia ! inda Estates
Cicarvi e i /*cres
centon H i l l s Trai ler P?r'
roc'i 'ood Resort
lays L a u n d i y
'ax Krochdalc S jbc iv i s io r

Po'/ard P "cstaurant
P a s Truc !s>,op

ProposedI__P°_nui_^t1_o_ns_ - the revised i Q o u l a ^ O i S I iave been -cmf iod
They ;il l ' "> re-proposed in the Statein response to co-rents

Register on Parch 1 19°0, and a nc; p u b l i c h e a r i n g is scheduled for
Apr i l 23 1080 in H a n n i b a l "ibsouri It is honed that f ina l
can be taken by the Coinssion et t^ai. t ^

A 51(]_PL^r - a p-Gscnta t ion by r ' o i f ' '11 TS^ty o'
on a n1 ne t a i l i n r s mle near "^oclcc. . , ' sso i /"is given to t e
Conmission 3ic R i v e r is a ! i h - n u a h t y str
Conservation sa^s has bcei senous lv d a i a c 0

strean ^ron the ^a i l i i i g s p i l e rL.prpseTlal-1'
Conversation in -ttrn^ance «t in^ r^etn j s
was the most S C M O J S strean degradat ion proble

i that tho Depu»- rent of
^r about °S ri l^s do Jn-
t of the Pc^ar^^e t o,

' t1 in tor v \/ie t
" the State
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of Lead Mine Tail ings irto Big River, bUte of

Martna R Steincamp
Attorney ENFC-LEGL

Robert L Morby
Chief HAZM-ARHM

David R Tripp
Chitr, ErtFC-LEGL

Lou e D Jacobs
Director, ENFC

David A Wagoner
Director, ARHM

Attached hereto is some sketcly information on a
p i l e near the Big River in the btate of Missouri
the facts alleged in the letter from the Missour
servation and have decided that action iould not
undo the Clean Uater Act However thete are some indi
a KA 7003 action rr ght be d propriate As you ;ill not.
letter the Missouri Department of Conservatio i feels this

environmei ^al problem Although St
which p ced the lead min^ t a i l . t i g
over the area to a St Franc-is Envi

lead mine
I nave \ eviev _~
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^reated u severe
ials Coi potation
7iver has deeded

he
f i
Bi
Co -oiation ^tcent act ions f i ' ed against Hooket Guernica
Cuiial s i t jac ion indicate tha^ the goveinment f e ^ l s that
t l -= orignal party creating t e hazard
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Dr Nov<A nads several recomGndi^ons on s t ab i l l zy ing the pi le to ^
prevent further washout of t e l l i ngs to the river St Ooe Ninerals ^ ,
Corporation had previously deedpd tho proporty to the county, which "^
now operates a sani ta ry l a i d f l l l at the location I mentioned this ^,
situation to R a l p h Lannerelcr fot j joss ib le Inc lu s ion in the next
State/EPA agreement

1 copy of the meeting agenda is attached and I con discuss 'n th ;

you any of the other agenda iters which ray be of Interest

ENFC CMPL DToens ing sh x2576 2-25-80 ^ J{



" E February 1, 198

SUBJECT Erosion of Lead Mine Tailings into Big River, State of Missouri
X

Martha R Steincamp
ENFC-LEGL

TO
David R Tripp
Chief, ENFC-LEGL

Attached hereto is a copy of a letter to Fred Lafser, Director,
Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) from Larry R Gale,
Director, Missouri Department of Conservation The letter discusses
a problem with lead mine tailing erosion into the Big River The
letter states that "the tailings have had extreme adverse affects on
populations of fish and other aquatic life for a distance of 10
miles with incomplete recovery 25 miles downstream "

After reviewing this letter I do not feel that it is an appropriate
Clean Water Act case, however, there are some indications that the
R&CRA 7003 action might be appropriate I have not seen a copy of
your letter to the Missouri Attorney General on this case Do you
know whether the Hazardous Materials Branch in Region VII is
considering this case7 Is the State of Missouri taking action on
this case7

Attachment

EPA Fo m 1320 6 (Rev 3 76)
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Mr Fred Lafeer -2- August 13, 1979

couth of the gorge* Tires, plastic, rubber, and other trash are visible
in the river downstream for at least tvo nilee, probably many core tailas

A tsuch smaller problem related to the load olnes in the Daslodge-Bonna
n Terra area can be easily resolved This is the largo nuaber of iron pipes

left in Big River in the 1930'• following core drilling of the underlying
ore body during Bluing These ere three-inch vertical pipes vhieh extend
into the solid rock formation below tha bed of the stream* Th* drill
holes then extend into the bedrock and also into the water In the tnined
area under the river There are approximately 100 pipes in the river
between Leadwood and the tailings pile Several of the pipes are open
with water flowing out under a considerable head of pressure, sone 12 to
15 feet The pipes are a hazard to canoeists and damage the aesthetics
of this reach of stress llr John Kennedy of St. Joe Mineral Corporation
has informed us fiat they would be willing to remove the pipes from the
river if they are not required to grout tha drill holes We have analyzed
the uatar flowing from some of the pipes and in our opinion, the quality
of the rainc water is such that discharge to the river would not result in
any adverse effects on fish or other aquatic life Since there ore hundreds
of drill boles into the nine vnich ana not grouted and since there are aany
natural openings and cany man-«ad» openings between tae surface and the alee
water, grouting only the drill holes in tha river would sake little differ-
ence*

Our primary purpose in writing this letter is to offer our full support in
the resolution of tba problems on Bis River and to make the following

The dufflplng of tlroa and other trash in the gorge should be
stopped iamudiately since largo, amounts of solid vaste duoped
there will enter the river We also request that the landfill
authority be required to retrieve the tires and other &&stc
v'lich has washed and blown into tha etraaa f rota the torge and
from taeir duop

St Joe Mineral Corporation should be contacted again to requaat
their cooperation and voluntary action to fill the sorgo and
restore the stability of the perimeter of the tailings deposit

The necessary work to fill tho gorge should bepin as soon as
possible after Dr Movak furnishes hie report in October on
alternative n&tSods of solving the problem

Methods of rorsoval of tailings from the river should be explored
Possibly a lov daa with periodic dredglnp of tailings which
accumulate at the dam would be feasible
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Hr. Trad 13, 1979
o-y« v

- 3. He request removal af tha abandoned iron pipea in the river
' - between Leadnood and J&salfldge, St. Joe Htnerala vill do this

* iwsediately if it i* approved by the proper aotbority io yooar
l _ - Departatant. ; - ' ~ ~ < '

Our research on the affected reach of Big Sliver above that fthia i* the
ffiosft datEagiaj vater pollutioa problea in too Heraoae Baain̂  'Saver*
damage to an othcrvioe hfgh quality atraanvill continue to increase
unless aejor corrective action ia initiated Again, J asauro yon t&at
va vill take every poaeible Action -to assist you ia stopping
to Big Kiver. "

Sincerely,

R. GAL2

6CJ Mr. Aylvsrd
Hr Eimge
Mr, Duan _
Cr Caain, EPA
Kr. O1 Connor t BMC
Dr. Hovak, UHC
Mr" Ivaakin,


